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Jackie Ashley is to be congratulated for highlighti ng the extent of the gender 
gap in pensions (The women's pension crisis is deep ly unsexy, but serious, November 
7), raised officially last week by the government r eport Women and Pensions. The key 
paragraph of this report states that in 20 years' t ime men and women will be 
retiring with similar levels of entitlement to the basic state pension. This shows 
the issue is not about scrapping the basic state pe nsion and replacing it with the 
citizen's pension - based on a flat rate for pensio ns, regardless of contributions -  
but of how best to fill the gap in entitlement for women between now and 2025.  

However, the big question on pension reform remains  how we can guarantee 
everybody an adequate pension to take them free of means-testing.  

The Pensions Reform Group advocates building up a f unded provision to run 
alongside the basic state pension so that in future  everyone, including women, part-
time workers and carers, will be drawing a minimum pension of between 25-30% of 
average earnings.  

Frank Field, MP  

Chair, Pensions Reform Group  

 

LOAD-DATE: November 9, 2005  

Page 1 of 1- November 10, 2005 12:40 PM EST

10/11/2005http://web.lexis-nexis.com/professional/print?dd_jobType=spew&_m=f48b1a864806f838...


